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As part of the CAS Learning
Communities initiative, the
Visual Communications and
Computational Linguistics
classes each met separately once
a week and then combined for a
weekly, integrative seminar.

Ellen Grabiner and Nanette
Veilleux needed a way to foster
involvement and extend learning
and engagement beyond the
classroom. In addition to
building a community of
students, they were looking for
some way to foster intentionally
reflective thinking and writing.

For Grabiner and Veilleux,
creating a ‘blog’ (online journal)
was the answer. A single blog
was created and all fifteen
students were provided with
authoring privileges.
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Learning Communities - Blogs

Overview

Students were required to post
three writing assignments per
week ranging from traditional
essays to a semiotic discussion
of a movie and the analysis of a
local dialect. They were also
expected to comment on each
other’s work. Grabiner and
Veilleux hoped the blog would
provide an opportunity for
students to make connections
and extend their learning beyond
the classroom. Results far
exceeded their hopes.

Participation levels surpassed
the minimum requirements. In
addition to required postings,
students used it as a vehicle to
approach writing as a process
and as a method that facilitates
thinking. Furthermore, students
actively read and responded to
each other’s postings — offering
diverse perspectives and
feedback.
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PHOTOGRAPHS: REALITY?

With the huge amount of photegraphy in media, print, and our everyday lives, we are often
bombarded with many images each day. While at one time, the photograph could only really be
used to document still-life or posed people, today's technology has totally changed the dynamic
of photographs and the "reality” they represent. In tabloids, stories are written (true or not)
about one "bad® photo of a celebrity. We see such images, and usually assume them to be true.
Does anyone remember the magazine cover a few months ago that featured the head of Kate
winslet and the body of another model? Or even the common practice of airbrushing models in
fashion magazines...These are just some of the examples of how photography and technology
have combined to create a medium that does not always reflect reality.
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REFLECTION OF LEARNING COMMUNITY
things 1 enjoy, are interested in, etc....

1. one thing i really enjoy about the leaming community is using the blog. this really creates the
feeling of a community because everyone posts their wark, responces to class, and just post
whatever they want. it connects us as a group and gives a special bond because we are the
only ones who are able to view the posts. the thing i like about it as far as the learning process
is that it is interesting to read other peoples’ thoughts on the same subject.

2. i like how the topics of both nanette's and ellen's classes connect to each other so perfectly
for the integrative seminar. i had never thought about the connection being seeing and speaking
other than i see somethign and then i talk about it. i find it fascinating that both images and

Application Beyond Honors MCC

The potential for community building and extending
learning and engagement outside of the classroom
can be applied across the curriculum.




